Surgical Instrument Decontamination: A Multistep Process.
Surgical instrument decontamination requires the collective input of facility leaders, OR staff members, and sterile processing department personnel. Individual accountability can ensure that instruments are cleaned according to the manufacturers' written instructions for use, appropriate regulations, and facility policies. Information about the instrument decontamination process-from point of use to sterilization-should help enable perioperative nurses to advocate for and participate in the appropriate implementation of the necessary process steps. Sterile processing department leaders should develop policies and procedures for decontamination of surgical instruments and devices and the various accountabilities for the process steps. They also should help provide education for their staff members and complete required documentation. This article reviews the steps of instrument cleaning and decontamination and provides a framework to help perioperative leaders and educators facilitate these steps in their work environments, prevent instrument damage, and help ensure safe patient care.